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"46 MAY 68 


MEKORANDUE FOR: Director. 
wot, ... .. Federal Bureau of Tayectieation 
s . Attention: sade Ss. Je Roesch » 


Oe qegeatiration. in “depen of Report on saad : 
vo Aetions of Gerald Lee Rich ards, Originaily . 
_  Deseribed as Resenbling Seer Assassin of, 
ois Martin ocamenn anes ee ea Bice. kerk . 


eee 1 Reference is minde to th e  seport concerning ‘the wove. eee 
subject mede by telephone to ir. S.J. Papich at-0930 on 17 April:. 
1968. Following is a full account of the investigation mecde in 
this ease: pe ei uate, § ; Cee ee nf opie og Se 
— oe On. 16 Apral 1968 | a “United st ates Netional | Ber ere ee 
 Moritime Union official in Yokohama reported that one Widinie 
' Gerald Lee Richards, who bore a general physical ©... : 
<~: resemblance to the description given of the suspected fhe 
'. psesassin of Dr. Martin Luther Eing, Jr. had errived — 
: in Japan about 15 April 1968 end requested a ceases 
'.gboard any ship going enywhere,  Biehards becaxn ie 
agitated when asked for a2 contect address in Sepenk: 
and refused to divulge his Japanese vesidence. The ° 
National Maritime Union officiel described Bicherds 
es 5* 10" tall, 155 pounds, with brorn hair, & receding | 
bairline on both sides, and a not very prominent scar : 
two end oneehalf inches long traversing the center oe 
forehead, his most outstanding chearecteristic being a. 
Gisconcerting, idiotic grin resembling a constant  ©=» 
grinece. According to Richerds' documents and state~ a 
ments, he was born 8 April 1937, applied for seenen* ee 
papers in Sen Pedro, California, 16 June 1964 and. < 
‘‘pepgistered there as a United States National Horitime Sona a 
‘Union member on 21 Februsry 1968 but never shipped ee. 
. Bis Social Security Number is 562-046-5078; his United | 
i Stetes Soest aneee picasa a Cider aes : ee 
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‘ ant 
Be A eibcecueue checkawith * ‘the: Japenese uat oe Roses Ea i 
= Police. ‘Agenéy confirmed the biographic Gata supplied 4 


“by thé National Maritime Unicon official, A ware check 
“. dndicated that Richards origineliy residec in Japan 


. from 1963 to 1964 and married TAFAYAMA Kichiko in L°63. 
- Both Richards and his wife left Jnpan for the United : 
“States in 1964, Richards returned elone to Japen atout 
25 April’ 1968, His wife's address in the United States 1 


? 


‘is listed as 160 Hosoi (phonetic) Street, Cerpenteri 
pe Cadssornte,, $3013. 


2s G Ap photograph of eis ostainea sr03 — 
_.Japanese po police was shorn to the Nationdi-veritine 
“Union ©: official and identified by him as the indivicusl 
. dn subparagraph IA above who hed zpplied Zor a seamcn's 
_ berth, The photegraph of Richerds bears no apparent _ 
resenblance to photographs of suspected assassin 
. dames Earl Ray provided by the Federal Bureau of . 
_Savestigation. — 


es The above information hes Geek: given’ to the Legal 
Attache ot ae United. Se ates erase in TOR. 
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